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Description 

The above electrocardiogram (EKG) was 
obtained in a young patient with mild nausea 
treated with high dose digoxin to control fetal 
supraventricular tachycardia. Digoxin level was 
2.3 ng/mL. Baseline EKG was normal. The red 
arrows show the typical scooping of the ST 
segments in the inferolateral leads seen in 
digitalis effect or toxicity which can mimic 
ischemia.  

 

Discussion 

Digoxin is an old medicine derivative of the 
Foxglove plant, with therapeutic benefit in heart 
failure and arrhythmia [1]. However, it has a 
narrow therapeutic index and has several  

 

 

potential toxicities [2]. Several drug-drug 
interactions have been documented with 
digoxin, increasing the risk of toxicity [3]. Digoxin 
is useful in the treatment of fetal supraventricular 
tachycardia in [4]. Various cardiac and 
noncardiac side effect of Digoxin therapy have 
been reported, mostly mild and self-limited [5]. 
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